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PEDIATRIC AUDIOLOGISTS
IN ALASKA (cont.)

FAIRBANKS

Art Larson

Northern Audiology & Hearing,
ENT Clinic

1919 Lathrop, Suite 207
Fairbanks, AK 99701-5995
(907) 456-7768

Capt. Melissa Leccese
Bassett Army Hospital

100 Gaffney Road, #7400
Fort Wainwright, AK 99703
(907) 353-5212

HOMER

Susan Bunting

PO Box 771, Homer, AK 99603
(907) 235-238I

JUNEAU
Alver Rongstad

Northland Audiology
PO Box 32257, Juneau, AK 99803
(907) 789-6780

KENAI PENINSULA
Karen Martin

Peninsula Hearing Services
167 Warehouse Avenue
Soldotna, AK 99669
(907) 262-3224

NOME/NORTON SOUND
Dan Knudsen, Phil Hofstetter
Norton Sound Regional Hospital
PO Box 966, Nome, AK 99762
(907) 443-3297

SITKA

Kala Stone

SEARHC/Mt. Edgecumbe Hospital
222 Tongass Drive, Sitka, AK 99835
(907) 966-8379

*

An ABR is done while your baby is sleeping. A special sticker is
placed on the forehead, and sounds are played into each ear
through a small microphone. The responses of your baby’s ears
and nerves are detected and recorded into a computer. The au-
diologist will find the softest sound to which your baby responds.

Reference Information

A list of pediatric audiologists in Alaska is included in the side
bar to the left. (Providers were identified through a survey. Ev-
ery effort was made to provide accurate information, however,
phone numbers and provider information may change. The
Alaska Early Hearing Detection & Intervention Program does
not specifically endorse or recommend any providers.) If you need
help in selecting an audiologist, your primary healthcare provider
can assist you.

Name of audiologist

Date/time of appointment

#  Alaska Department of Health and Social Services

s - Division of Public Health

: Section of Maternal, Child and Family Health
http://www.hss.state.ak.us/dph/mcfh « 907-269-3400
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What does it mean if my baby
does not pass the screening?

[t does not necessarily mean that your baby cannot hear. It only
means that your baby needs to be screened again while in the
nursery. If your baby does not pass the second, or if necessary,
third screen he/she will need to see an audiologist (hearing spe-
cialist) for a complete test to find out for sure if there is a hear-
ing loss, and if so what kind of a hearing loss it is. The audiolo-
gist will also look at exactly how loud different sounds need to
be in order for the baby to hear them. Your baby should see the
audiologist before three months of age.

What should I do next?

There are many reasons why your baby may not pass the hear-
ing screening. Your baby may have been too active, too awake,
had fluid in the middle ear, debris in the ear canal from the
birthing process, or a possible hearing loss.

The first step is to tell your healthcare provider that your baby
needs a complete hearing test. For infants under 6 months of
age, the test should include an Auditory Brainstem Response

(ABR).

An audiologist (hearing specialist) will do the testing. Your
healthcare provider may suggest an audiologist, or you can choose
one from the list included in this publication.

Schedule the appointment for testing as soon as possible. Do
not delay more than one month because of ear infections. A
special ABR can be done if your baby has an ear infection.

Most health insurance plans and Medicaid help pay for the
hearing test.

*

Why test my baby’s hearing now?

It has been shown that when a baby with hearing loss is identi-
fied before 3 months of age and begins receiving special services
before 6 months of age, that normal language, social, and edu-
cational development can be reached. The earlier a hearing
loss is picked up, the better the chance of developing normal
language skills. Unfortunately, because hearing loss cannot be
seen, it is easily missed in the early months of life.

When should | have
my baby’s hearing tested?

It is important that you follow through with any recommenda-
tions made by your hospital staff, audiologist, and/or other
healthcare provider and have your baby tested for hearing loss
as soon as possible. If you find hearing loss early, your baby can
get help. If you start before your baby is 6 months old, he/she
may learn language close to, or at the same rate as, babies who
do not have hearing loss.

Who will perform the tests?

A pediatric audiologist (a professional who specializes in child-
hood hearing) will perform the tests. The audiologist tests hear-
ing and decides if the baby has a hearing loss. The audiologist
can also tell the type of hearing loss your baby has and what can
be done. If your baby has a hearing loss, the audiologist can
help you decide what to do next.

How will my baby’s hearing be tested?

Every complete hearing test for babies should include an Audi-
tory Brainstem Response (ABR). This test measures how well
the baby’s ears and nerves respond to sounds.

Alaska Department

of Health and Social Services
Division of Public Health

Section of Maternal,

Child and Family Health
http:/lwww.hss.state.ak.us/dph/mcfh
907-269-3400
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PEDIATRIC AUDiOI.OGISTS
IN ALASKA

ANCHORAGE

Joyce Sexton, Jess Buri,

Karen Pastell, Alyson Kantorowski
Northern Hearing Services, Inc.
4200 Lake Otis Parkway, Ste. 302
Anchorage, AK 99508

(907) 561-1326

Charlene Matesich

Providence Hospital Audiology
3300 Providence Drive
Anchorage, AK 99519

(907) 261-3650

Tom McCarty
Audiology Associates
1200 Airport Heights
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907) 278-6400

Linda Erb, David Brueggemann
Alaska Native Medical Center
4315 Diplomacy Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508

(907) 729-1422

Capt. Bridget McMullen
Headquarters 3™ Medical

24800 Hospital Drive

Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506-3700
(907) 580-5804

BETHEL

Mike Comerford

Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Hospital
PO Box 287, Bethel, AK 99559
(907) 543-6473

DILLINGHAM

Deborah Burton

Bristol Bay Native Corporation
PO Box 130, Dillingham, AK 99508
(907) 478-5201




